Expected Energy Savings
Based on HERS Score

34%
75 %

Construction Waste
Diverted from Landfill

STRATEGIES AND RESULTS

The Prairie Apartments facility is a collaboration between
Heartland Housing of Chicago and Guest House of Milwaukee.
Prairie Apartments was designed to allow people in short-term
shelter, transitional programs, and substandard housing to live
independently with access to support services. The 18,900
square , four-story, 24-unit apartment building is divided into 12
studio and 12 one-bedroom apartments which opened in early
2009. Six units are ADA accessible. The Guest House provides
important on-site case management and counseling, and the
stylish building gives residents something many thought they'd
never have—a beautiful place to call home.
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EXEMPLARY PERFORMANCE

As a strong sustainable measure and to gain creative LEED points,
the existing foundation wall, which constitutes the lower level
perimeter walls, and the pre-cast concrete slab structure of the
first floor was reused and integrated into the new superstructure
above. Prairie Apartments' one-bedroom and studio units boast
sunny windows and hardwood floors, and each unit has its own
kitchen and bathroom with low-flow fixtures. Energy Star
qualified compact fluorescent fixtures as well as Energy Star
qualified appliances and programmable thermostats were used
throughout. The improvements should save more than 4,000
therms of natural gas and about 72,500 kilowatt hours annually.
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